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what are the Aims of the CVBN?

The aims of the Cairns Veteran’s Business Network (CVBN) are to:
1.

Link businesses in Cairns that are Veteran owned or employ Veterans.

2. Encourage members of the CVBN to deal/liaise/trade with each other.
3. Collaborate with the Cairns Sub Branch, other Sub Branches and ex-service
organisations to co-design programs/activities that support the Veteran community.
4. Connect current and ex-service Veterans with the CVBN to increase their
employment and training opportunities.
5. Encourage CVBN Members to utilise the services of RSL Qld Employment Program.
6. Encourage other businesses to employ Veterans.
7.

Establish and provide assistance to members with referrals to business support
and development opportunities

8. Offer CVBN members marketing support through the Cairns RSL Sub Branch
marketing avenues.
9. Develop and maintain a yearly CVBN Business Awareness Expo.
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So why create ‘another’ network?

It has been identified:
1.

During the course of providing Advocacy and Wellbeing services, that there are
many businesses in Cairns that are either owned and operated by Veterans or
businesses that choose to specifically employ Veterans.

2. In discussion with many of these businesses, it was apparent that many where unaware
of the ‘Veteran status’ of other business or even of their existence.
3. That many businesses in the wider community are unaware of the special skill sets
that Veterans can bring to their businesses.
4. That many businesses owned and/or operated by Veterans could benefit from ‘doing
business’ with other like businesses, therefore supporting each other whilst supporting
other members.
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Who is eligible to be a member?

Businesses that are either owned and/or operated by Veterans, or have a positive approach
to continually employing at least one Veteran, will be eligible for membership in the CVBN.

4

So how does this fit within the RSL?

Development of the CVBN is being created with the Objects of the RSL in mind, in particular:
Object 2
Perpetuate the close and kindly ties of friendship created by a mutual service in the
Australian Defence Force or in the forces of nations traditionally allied with Australia and
the recollections associated with that experience.
Object 3
Maintain a proper standard of dignity and honor among all past and present members of
the Defence Forces of the nation and to set an example of public spirit and noble hearted
endeavour.
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What this is NOT

The CVBN is
1.

Not seeking discounts for Veterans or an avenue to seek donations.
» It is understood that businesses are constantly being requested for discounts
or donations. The CVBN also understands that this is clearly within the remit
of individual business to engage in these activities, it is NOT the concept of the
CVBN to create another pressure on businesses to discount or donate.

2. Not another group such as the Chamber of Commerce or Tourism Association.
» It is recognised that the advice and support of such groups is a specialised field
and requires a great deal of resources and expertise. The CVBN further recognises
that businesses don’t wish to have any further double ups of such organisations
seeking to share valuable resources.
3. Not a Job Network or Employment Service.
» The state and federal governments as well as for-profit businesses offer such
services. The CVBN has no desire to move into an already crowded market and
confuse businesses in their recruitment processes.
4. Not a fundraiser for the Sub Branch.
» There will be no fees or payments to join the CVBN. The CVBN recognises that
businesses may already pay many different fees and charges through other networks
or groups and does not want to impose any further impost on CVBN members.
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How will it be resourced?

The Cairns RSL Sub Branch Inc is an incorporated association and a registered charity
with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC).

2. The CVBN will be funded through general revenue of the Sub Branch.
3. The staff of the Sub Branch will provide the coordination and administrative support.
4. The CVBN activities will be guided by the standards of the ACNC, Objects of the RSL,
the Constitution, and Policy and Procedures of the Sub Branch.
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How will it operate?

Members, including their Veteran employees, will be invited to quarterly CVBN functions funded by the
Sub Branch for face-to-face networking and socialising.

2. A CVBN Business Directory will be added to the Cairns RSL Sub Branch website to promote the
CVBN members and to encourage both Serving, ex-Serving members and their families to support the
businesses of the CVBN.
3. In each of the monthly e-SITREPs (the monthly e-newsletter of the Cairns RSL Sub Branch) and the
quarterly SITREP magazines, the Sub Branch will encourage RSL Sub Branch members and their families
to support members of the CVBN. The quarterly SITREP is distributed to all of our 700+ members and
the wider Veteran community throughout the Far North as well as to the general community.
4. Each CVBN Member will receive a sticker to place on the business premises or business vehicle to
identify them as a Veteran-friendly business. The sticker will state “This business proudly supports our
Veterans. Please support them.”
5. CVBN Members will be entitled to place a copy of the CVBN sticker design on their business website,
email signature or correspondence.
6. Each year CVBN members will be invited to participate in a yearly CVBN Business Awareness Expo.
7.

CVBN members will receive regular invitations to Sub Branch functions at Sub Branch member prices.
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how do I sign up?

You are eligible to join the network if you are a Veteran who owns/operates a business, or employs at least
one Veteran in your business and located within the Cairns Regional Council boundaries.
» Contact the Cairns RSL Sub Branch by email or phone and register your interest in becoming a
CVBN member.
» We will email you a membership form. This form contains a declaration that the business is either
owned or operated by a Veteran or, consistently employs at least one Veteran.
» When we receive the CVBN membership application, it will be processed and you will be sent a
membership pack (including the transparent sticker), details on how to access the CVBN Member
Portal and what we require to be able to promote your business on our website.
If you know a business that fits the criteria to be a CVBN member,
please pass this brochure onto them and encourage them to apply to be a CVBN member.

VETERAN’S BUSINESS NETWORK
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